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Newsletter #203: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello everyone! There is a lot on the horizon for auctions as well as my companies SSNI 
and NAC USA, LLC. At the beginning of March, I will be attending the ANA NMS 
(National Money Show) in Phoenix. This should prove to be another fun convention 
with educational components and dealer opportunities. Just a few short days after that I 
will be headed to Germany to attend the Kiinker auctions and hopefully get in some 
viewing for other European sales in March and April. Finally at the end of April is the 
Central States Numismatic Show (CSNS). SSNI and NAC USA, LLC will have a shared 
table with stock coins for sale as well as highlights from the May NAC Ziirich auctions. 
On the 29th after the show is done for the day we will have a bus take interested 
attendees from the convention center in Schaumburg to our gallery at 8 S. Michigan for 
a small cocktail party. Guests will be driven back to the convention center after the 
party. See below for more details. 


SSNI and NAC Working Relationship 

There has been some confusion regarding our working relationship that both SSNI and 
NAC want to clarify. This letter below is going out to the clients of NAC on Monday. I 
would like to share it with readers of my newsletter as well: 


“As many of you are aware, Numismatica Ars Classica AG (NAC) and Shanna Schmidt 
Numismatics Inc. (SSNI) formed a collaborative partnership this past summer. We are 
happy to announce that our U.S. office, NAC USA, LLC, located at 8 S. Michigan Avenue 
in downtown Chicago officially opened this October. At present, the offices are now 
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Some customers have asked specifically how our partnership functions and what makes 
it different from other multi-country coin firms. With this short letter we hope to 
answer those questions. 


SSNI still exists as its own entity and is independent from NAC 

Shanna started her company in 2016 after working for her father, Harlan Berk, for 13 
years. Her main focus has been on auction representation services. Shanna devotes a 
significant portion of her time to reviewing, analyzing, recommending, and bidding in 
both European and U.S. based auctions. We would like to stress that despite their new 
combined company (NAC USA), Shanna will continue to work independently for NAC 
Zurich auctions. She has no access to the bid book for the auctions and conducts herself 
in the same impartial manner as before her business venture with NAC. 


NAC USA functions as a “bricks and mortar” establishment 

The location at 8 S. Michigan offers our US based customers the opportunity to buy 
stock from both NAC and SSNI under the company name of NAC USA. NAC will keep a 
selection of coins from its inventory at the U.S. location for sale. Many aren’t aware that 
NAC has avery large stock of coins and only a very small portion of it has been so far 
available on The Numisplace. The coins in the NAC USA stock will be in our Chicago 
location, and available for purchase. Additionally, NAC USA will occasionally offer 
“trays” on their website, www.arsclassicausa.com. These will contain a selection of 
coins, offered only for a limited time. 


SSNI will equally keep stock at the location for sale. These coins are offered on VCoins 
and at Shanna’s website (www.shannaschmidt.com) for those that would like to 
preview before making an appointment. 


NAC USA helps existing and new North American clientele with the Zurich auctions 
In opening NAC USA, one of our biggest motivations was the desire to streamline the 
auction experience for North American clients, who can now buy, receive, and pay for 
their purchases with greater ease. We started this service in conjunction with the last 
set of Zurich auctions, and those that took part were extremely pleased. If a customer 
opts-in, they can receive their purchases from the Chicago offices and pay only for 
shipping from Chicago to their North American location. This allows the often difficult 
task of importation to be handled by NAC, as well as the freedom from working with 
international courier services and the rising fees that go along with it. Customers are 
also offered the option of paying in USD for their auction purchases. These customers 
will receive a competitive fixed exchange rate. Conversely, customers can opt for only 
shipping services and still pay the bill in CHF if preferable. 


While NAC USA does not offer representation services, they can be coordinated through 
SSNI. Even though clientele can place their bids through NAC USA or request phone 
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on competitive bidding levels, and live auction bidding services. This service costs 5% of 
the hammer for NAC or any auction in the U.S. or Europe. As always, NAC USA is 
separate from SSNI. 


NAC USA is actively seeking consignments for NAC Zurich, Milan or Naville 

One of the most important services NAC USA hopes to provide is to be an easy, 
approachable place where prospective consignors can bring their collections. NAC USA 
is accepting consignments for the catalog auctions of NAC in Zurich, specializing in 
important and High value ancient coins, and Milan, which concentrates on Italian 
coinage. Collections can also be consigned to Naville Numismatics, NAC’s online 
partner, based in London. Those looking to consign will be advised about the auction 
process, as well as which NAC auction will best suit their collection. NAC USA will 
provide a convenient service for U.S. based consignors by taking care of all the shipping 
and customs between the U.S. and European offices.” 


Thank you, 
Arturo, Giuliano Russo and Shanna Schmidt 
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COINS at FIXED PRICES 


Fixed priced coins from NAC USA, LLC 

Please visit the following link to see our Tray 3 of fixed priced coins from NAC London 
and SSNI stock. NAC and SSNI make these trays available for a short time and then 
switch trays out. Please get in touch with me, Arturo or Giuliano if you are interested in 
any of these pieces. 


Fixed prices / Tray 3 


SSNI and NAC USA, LLC Opening Celebration (Evening, April 29) 

We are so happy to welcome dealers and customers into our new downtown Chicago 
location. We will be hosting a cocktail party the evening of April 29th after the Central 
States Coin Show in Schaumburg. For those that do not have transportation we will be 
offering a shuttle service from the bourse location to the offices and back. The trip to 
Chicago will take 45 minutes to an hour and we realize that there will be plenty of out of 
town guests so a service to go back and forth will be helpful. If you know you will be 
attending our party then please get in touch so we can accommodate everyone 
interested. 
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has never done viewing for their auctions in the U.S. With the SSNI/NAC USA 
partnership we now have the ability to provide this to NAC customers. 


NAC Ziirich lot viewing at NAC USA, LLC offices 

After the CSNS show, NAC will offer further viewing at our offices in downtown Chicago 
by appointment only for those interested. Some clients may not attend the show but 
still would like to view highlights from the auction. We will be providing further 
information on this as the time draws nearer. Stay tuned! 


Kolbe & Fanning Auction 166 (25 Feb) 

Kolbe & Fanning are hosting their 166th auction featuring material from the Cardinal 
Collection Library as well as other properties. The sale has 500 lots with individual 
books or sets covering all ranges of numismatics. There is also a small section from the 
Augustin Dupré Archives. For those unfamiliar, Augustin Dupré was a French engraver 
of currency and medals. Dupré was also commissioned by Benjamin Franklin to design 
the Libertas Americana medal of 1783. Franklin was living in France at the time serving 
as U.S. Ambassador to France. Other highlights from the sale are lot 14 which is an 
original set of British Museum catalogs from 1873-1927. Typically one is forced to 
purchase the Forni reprint which is good to have but the original is so much better. It 
carries a hefty price tag but is worth it if you are a serious collector. Lot 63 which is an 
original edition of Giulio Emanuele Rizzo’s work of Sicilian coinage. This oversize 
double set is just fantastic and hard to come by. It is continually referenced often in 
auction catalogs and is a beautiful piece for a collector of ancients to possess. Lot 99, a 
compendium on the coinage of Italy is a 6 volume set that was printed in the 1700’s. It is 
in great condition for its age. It comes from several notable collections. Of course there 
are plenty of wonderful world and U.S. coin reference books in the sale. One book that 
falls outside of the coin area and more in history is lot 490, The Papers of George 
Washington Presidential Series. Volumes 1-17. 1788-1795. This fascinating set is a 
nearly complete group of his papers from both presidency and retirement. This is a 
newer publication and continues to be in print at $100 each but as a set it is a 
worthwhile lot to consider especially if you are interested in our first president George 
Washington. I will be participating in this sale so please get in touch if you need my 
help. 


Here is a link to the catalog 


Kiinker Spring Sales, Auction 382-386 (16-24 March) 

Talk about an exciting 9 days of sales. Kiinker just completed their Berlin sales at the 
World Money Fair with success. Just on the heels of this set of sales they will conduct 
their annual Spring auction in their hometown of Osnabriick, Germany. The preview of 
the Roger Wolf collection already had me booking a ticket to fly to Germany, now that I 
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Auction 382 is a mixture of collector coins but also contains a collection from Fritzotto 
Bauss (starting with lot 216). We don’t learn anything about the collector in the catalog 
but I will say it is an impressive group of coins. There are 585 lots of ancient Greek, 
Roman Republic and Roman Imperatorial coinage offered. Some of the highlights 
include lot 26 and 27, two early incuse coins, one from Poseidonia and the other 
Kaulonia. The main images on the coins are so similar that it is almost difficult to know 
which is which if it wasn’t for the legends. Lot 26 is from the Nelson Bunker Hunt 
collection, Hunt and his brothers had an extensive coin collection that needed to be sold 
when they crashed the silver market in 1980. Lot 27 has a pedigree going back to a 
Bourgey auction in 1908. Lot 33 is a tetradrachm from Akragas. A visually arresting coin 
with a quadriga galloping on the obverse with crab symbol below and Nike above 
crowning the charioteer. The reverse has two eagles with a hare in their talons. The type 
is exceedingly rare but may not seem so lately as a similar piece was in the most recent 
Triton sale. This example has an excellent pedigree dating back to the collection of 
Arthur J. Evans and sold in a Sotheby’s auction in 1898. It also took the fate of many 
coins auctioned off by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in NY being part of the Ward 
collection and deaccessioned in the 1973 sale of their coins. Lot 36 is a beautifully struck 
(on reverse) tetradrachm from Gela. This coin is from the Mark and Lottie Salton 
collection and was previously in a Ars Classica sale from 1933. Lot 108 is a rarity from 
the Greek city state of Delphi. This also comes from the well known de Nanteuil 
collection that was auctioned in 1925 through Hess- Leu 36. Lot 111 isn’t in the best of 
condition but is a fascinating ‘““Wappenmiinzen” from Athens. Before the head of 
Athena with the owl on the reverse became their badge, early Athenian coinage had an 
interesting array of images on their coins including this type, as well as a gorgon and 
back side of a horse among others! Along with some very impressive Roman aureii, 
there is also an antoninianus from Regalianus (260 AD), an exceedingly rare short lived 
emperor. 


Catalog 383 is the collection that got me to travel to Osnabriick, the Roger Wolf 
collection. A heartfelt introduction written by Ulrich Kiinker is at the beginning of the 
catalog and describes the relationship Ktinker had with collector, as well as the 
emphasis of his collection, coins with collector histories (i.e. pedigrees). This strategy of 
buying is becoming more commonplace as restrictions on coin movement become 
stronger. While I don’t believe that unpedigreed coins are unbuyable, I do think if you 
can employ this strategy of buying you can be more settled about encroaching coin 
restrictions. Mr. Wolf’s collection is really beautiful. There is a range of coins from 
Greek to world, gold and silver, and most in pristine condition. Pedigrees abound in this 
catalog with small insets of those catalogs showing the coins. There are several coins 
that deserve mention but in the interest of your time I will mention just the two cover 
coins. The first is lot 2095, an aureus of Marcinus that was from the Jameson collection 
sold in Paris in 1913. It has everything a collector would want: lustrous surfaces, sharp 
strike and a strong pedigree. The other is lot 2363 which is a 4 Dukat from 1696 from 
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Catalog 384 starts with a collection of coins, medals and paper money from Salzburg 
including the other collection from Professor Dr. Franz Schedel, who passed away in 
1996. The collector’s history is told at the beginning of the catalog by Dr. Andreas 
Kaiser. Obviously with the collector's death several years ago, the collection is being 
brought to auction by his descendants. Throughout the catalog are wonderful writeups 
accompanying the coins, unfortunately only in German. 


Catalog 385 are coins and medals from the Bader Collection, a father/son endeavor that 
culminated in this catalog. Fritz Rudolf, the founder of the Kiinker firm, writes a 
compelling introduction about the collectors. The title of the catalog is ‘Absolutism, 
Enlightenment and the French Revolution as reflected in coins and medals’. What 
started out as a son’s fascination with pewter casting sets evolved into an interest in 
medals and coins surrounding the French Revolution. The catalog is compelling 
whether one is a collector of these types or not. 


Catalog 386 is a variety of collections, starting with bracteates from the Peter Fleige 
collection. Bracteates are wonderful early German incused silver coins. I’ve come to 
really enjoy these coins so I relish viewing these when I am in Germany next month and 
hopefully buying a few! The next collection is another from a collector, Alois M. 
Memmsheimer, that is long gone, having passed away in 1973. While many of these 
coins were auctioned in a1979 Cologne auction at Munz Zentrum, these constitute the 
remaining part of his coins. Being that Prof. Memmsheimer died almost 50 years ago, 
many of these coins have a long collector history even if they don’t have a specific 
auction connected to them. Presumably many were purchased directly from dealers and 
therefore don’t have a catalog associated with them. Lot 4896 is literally a library of 
over 2000 titles. It is all in one lot and I can’t say it is a bad way to sell a collection of 
books. The library is from Dr. Niklot Klii@endorf and there is a QR code in the catalog if 
you want to know which books are part of it. Please note that Kiinker does caveat the 
sale of this library as by pick up only. Kiinker will not ship the books. The remainder of 
the catalog are coins from all over Germany, as well as other countries. 


Kiinker was generous enough to send me several catalogs (more of the ancient than the 
world coinage) so if you want a copy of this catalog get in touch with me soon. Also, if 
you need representation get in contact soon to coordinate with me. 


Coin of the Week 


CELTIC. Pannonia. c. 2nd-1ist century BC. 
AR Tetradrachm, 2.69g (14mm, 1h). Stylized head with headband r. / Stylized horse 1. 
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(Us Cully 
Grade: Beautifully struck with dark, iridescent toned surfaces. Mint State 
Price: $3,750 

gk1639 


Buy Coin 


Celtic coinage has some of the most interesting imagery found on ancient coins. Many 
of the images are stylized, some enough that you can still identify that the copied design 
was from Thasos, Philip II, etc. Others are true works of art, almost Picasso Esque where 
the designs sometimes take the collector by surprise. This coin is a possible 
contemporary imitation of Philip II 


Link to coin on website 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Translate v 


RSS 


Subscribe Past Issues Translate v RSS 


Copyright © 2023 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 


www.shannaschmidt.com 


Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list 


This email was sent to leonard.augsburger@wustl.edu 
why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences 
Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. - 805 Lake Street, PMB 321 - Oak Park, Illinois 60301-1031 - USA 


